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Downtown Springfield, Inc. (DSI
historic heritage, building economic and cultural vitality and making downtown an ideal place to live, 
work and play.

In keeping with that mission, DSI 
ARTIFICATION:  The Downtown Mural Project.  
importance and value of public art to our local community and 
and has a vision of a series of large sca
North wall of the Alamo building
serves as a welcoming gateway to downtown and once completed will be an excellent example of the 
endless possibilities for additional murals.

The project will provide long term urban renewal and beautification in the 
promote the arts
community.  The benefits of public art are well documented and supported as illustrated by the 
following quotes.

City of Philad
driving economic revitalization in urban areas. They also
attitude, inspire, remake behavior, and reduce stress.   
with economic development in his city, create jobs, increase real estate value, build citizens, increase 
tourism, and provide other benefits.”

City of Lakewood, Ohio, Department of Planning & Development:
benefits, public art is a true symbol of a city’s maturity. It increases a community’s assets and expresses a 
community’s positive sense of identity and values. It helps green space thrive, enhances roadsides, 
pedestrian corridors, an
pride in citizenship and affirms an educational environment. A city with public art is a city that thinks, 
feels and grows.”
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City of Dallas, Texas, Office of Cultural Affairs:  “Works of public art, many created by local and regional 
artists, enliven parks, libraries, fire stations, recreation centers and many more public locations in 
downtown Dallas. The Public Art Program makes Dallas a vibrant place to live and work and a great 
place to visit.  Public Art distinguishes the city as a vibrant cultural environment that celebrates the 
diversity and creative energy of its community. Public art programs help define a community's identity 
and reveal the unique character of neighborhoods. It is a true symbol of a city's status and maturity, 
expressing neighborhood pride, positive values, and enhancing the city's assets. Public art helps green 
spaces flourish, enhances roadsides, pedestrian corridors, and community parks.  A city with public art 
values and invests in its diversity, identity, and future.”  

Minneapolis, Minnesota, Irv Weiser, and Chairman of RBC Dain Rauscher Securities Firm:  “Art has 
value both in economic and social terms. There is a visible difference in places with an active cultural 
community.  I see people looking for places to park, stores open late and restaurants packed with 
customers.  The business day is extended and the cash registers are ringing. Public Art is an essential 
component of creating vibrant community.  Corporations should be encouraged to play a part in 
furthering that goal.”   

The first mural will be created by Michael Mayosky, a local mural and performance artist.  For over five 
years Michael has envisioned creating a mural in tribute to Springfield’s favorite son, Abraham Lincoln.  
To date he has completed over 100 paintings of Lincoln.  Michael will be on hand during the Upper Story 
Tour reception at the Alamo, May 2 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  for mural discussion and offer a “sneak 
preview” of the mural design.  For more information about Michael Mayosky and to reference his 
collection of work go to www.michaeljmayosky.com.  The mural is scheduled to be completed during 
the Taste of Downtown, July 12 & 13, 2013. 

To further illustrate the visual impact and scope of the mural project, Troy Freeman of Dig-it-all Designs 
created a video presentation depicting several potential mural sites and concepts.  To view the 
presentation, visit the DSI website at www.downtownspringfield.org.   

As with any project of this size and scope, funding is needed to secure necessary supplies, equipment 
and cover artist fees.   The estimated cost of each mural is $10,000.  Contributions may be made at 
online at www.downtownspringfield.org, via PayPal using debit or credit cards.  Checks are also 
accepted, payable to DSI. 

For more information please contact Tony Comerio, Image & Design Council Chair, 217-747-9425; or 
Ann Frescura, DSI Promotion & Event Director, at ann@downtownspringfield.org

 

or 217-544-1723.  
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